ISAP Youth Settlement Program Report

June 2011

June’s highlight was the successful completion of youth project, STOM (Shake Tobacco off Movies) with its final event as the premier of the  STOM documentary film and smoke-free movies AD held at the Parkdale Library Auditorium attended by over 85 people.
Wednesday Weekly ESL – Language Skills Development Program /workshops
Only two language sessions were held in June due to the exam weeks at the schools. 
On June 1st, orientation session for all volunteers for June 2nd Movie night event was held with the documentary and AD show rehearsals.
On June 8th, the youth group discussed their overall experiences in the STOM project either as a team member or volunteer. They spoke about one thing they learnt, favourite task and one feedback or one thing they missed doing in the project. Everyone also filled out their final project evaluation forms and shared their testimonials with the group. PNYC members from the group also had an opportunity to discuss about a proposal for a project application under the “Speak UP” program with Canadian Council for Refugees.
Peer Tutoring Club
There were four sessions in June on Fridays. On average, 15 youth attended each session.
The youth technical skills development courses were held concurrent to the tutoring club accessing the 4 computers available in the library’s study room where the program is held.  Most of the technical assistance they got this month was on exploring online job applications.
Tutoring club volunteers also helped their peers with their homework assignments on various subjects.
Parkdale Newcomer Youth Committee (PNYC) – a youth leadership group initiated by the Youth Program of PIA and PCIC
PNYC June Meeting:

On Wednesday June 22nd, PNYC members attended the monthly meeting to discuss about the overall activities in the program since the last meeting. Members then reviewed the STOM project report and gave their comments to be added. The meeting also talked about the release of Summer Program flyer and registration form in the following week. Two of the members volunteered to call the newcomer youth members to inform about the summer program.
STOM (Shake Tobacco Off Movies) project June Activities:
The youth team members and volunteers worked really hard in preparing for the final event premiering the STOM documentary and AD to the community on June 2nd. Three orientation sessions (May 29th, 30th, and June 1st) were held for the volunteers to lean about their tasks and responsibilities for the final event of the project. The final Movie-Night event featured the STOM documentary and Smoke-Free Movies AD made by the youth project team members. 86 community members attended the premiere (including 47 youth under 24). The event was fun- filled with youth dance performances and 9 door prizes! The youth film makers and team leaders had a Q & A session with the audience at the end to answer questions and discuss their experiences.
The project evaluation was completed by 31 members on June 8th and 10th. The award ceremony on June 17th was attended by 28 members where 27 youth received certificates and honorariums for their contribution to the success of the project. 

The final project report was reviewed by some of the team leader STOM youth members at the June PNYC meeting on June 22nd. 

Final report was delivered to TPH on June 28th.

PNYC Youth performances at the 40th Year Anniversary of Parkdale Community Legal Services

On June 24th Friday, 11 PNYC members came out to attend the 40th year anniversary celebration of PCLS right on Noble ST. outside their office. Three of the members performed a song on guitar and a bollywood dance. The youth also engaged in many other activities there including the photo exhibition. 
STOM Project & PNYC interviewed by “the Villager “, local newspaper of Parkdale

Erin Hartfield, reporter of the Villager interviewed three youth members of PNYC & its STOM project to find out more about how the youth stay engaged in the community through these meaningful advocacy projects. 
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