ISAP Youth Settlement Program Report

May 2011

Some highlights of the month were Jane’s Walk on May 7th and Youth Health Advocacy campaign around Smoke-Free Movies for youth held for 3 days from May 25 to 27. 
Wednesday Weekly ESL – Language Skills Development Program /workshops
There were four language sessions held during the month. The first session (May 4th) was spent on doing rehearsal walk for the Jane’s Walk PCIC has organized for Saturday May 7th. The youth participants learnt briefly on the history and purpose of Jane’s Walk and went over our “Parkdale Community Walk” structure and maps. The rehearsal trained them in learning the whereabouts and general information about 21 neighbouring community organizations. The tour rehearsal also provided them practice in public speaking. It took about 3 hours to complete the training session. 
The second session’s (May 11th) focus was on Summer Job Services for youth. The two downtown organization’s Summer Job Services programs (YES and ST. Stevens) were introduced with an exercise on completing online job applications by using CNE and Canadian Tyre websites. Those who missed the last month’s pre-employment sessions were able to catch up on some interview practice. 

May 18th session focused on doing focus group discussion for summer program (more on this under PNYC section) 
The last session on May 25th was on experiencing youth health advocacy outreach campaign.  For the week leading to World No Tobacco Day (May 31st), the youth program participants and STOM volunteers got together in learning about youth health advocacy and participated in going out in Parkdale/Roncesvalles streets to engage with the public about the importance of Smoke-Free Movies for children/youth and also to hand out our June 2nd Movie premiere passes. In their evaluations of the experience, most of them said they like team work and engaging with the public where they learnt to talk to people they didn’t know.

Peer Tutoring Club
There were four sessions in May (6th, 13th, 20th and 27th). On average, 15 youth attended each session.
The youth technical skills development courses were held concurrent to the tutoring club accessing the 4 computers available in the library’s study room where the program is held.  Most of the technical assistance they got this month was on exploring online job applications.
Tutoring club volunteers also helped their peers with their homework assignments on various subjects.
Parkdale Newcomer Youth Committee (PNYC) – a youth leadership group initiated by the Youth Program of PIA and PCIC
PNYC May Meeting:

On Wednesday May 18th, PNYC new had its May general meeting. All weekly program participants and volunteers were also invited to this meeting to take part in the summer program focus group discussions.  The meeting also touched upon the June 2nd Event plan and signed up the volunteers for the outreach campaign leading up to the event.
The focus group discussion was a great success; in four groups they brainstormed on all the various recreational activities to be coordinated in the summer program this year. The summer program this year will also focus on developing newcomer  youth’s essay writing and presentation skills while the process will take the form of recreation with title, “CAR – Communication Avec Recreation”. The youth members then voted on the top ten recreations suggested by everyone involved. Those youth who will volunteer as youth mentors will provide their service in becoming recreational instructors for certain sports. 23 youth (some on Friday, May 20th) participated in the summer program focus group discussions with enthusiasm and dedication.
STOM (Shake Tobacco Off Movies) project May Activities:
Focus of the STOM project this month was on completing STOM documentary, Youth Health Advocacy/Outreach campaign in the community and the final Movie Premiere Event preparation.  The film team continued to shoot locations and interview in May and met several times including a Saturday to complete editing. To celebrate World No Tobacco Day (May 31st), the days leading up to it - May 24th to 27th (4 days)- were spent on outreach and youth health advocacy where the STOM team members and volunteers took the training in conducting successful in-person advocacy campaign; they handed out petitions, free June 2nd movie passes, smoke-free movies background info flyers and engaged with the public by walking out on Queen/King Streets in Parkdale and also on Roncesvalles Avenue till Bloor. In their evaluation comments, they enjoyed public/community engagement and team work even though talking to people when you didn’t know them was challenging enough.  About 30 youth took part in the health advocacy campaign. The volunteers also attended a brief orientation sessions as per their availability from  May 30th to June 1st. 
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