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Karma Gyatso

1. Could you tell a bit about yourself?
My name is Karma Gyatso and I recently graduated from Parkdale Collegiate Institute high school. This fall I will be joining Humber College taking culinary management program. I am currently employed as a youth team leader at Parkdale Community Information Centre. I really wanted to build my skills to a higher level and by working in PCIC I have build many skills such as communication skills, team work, writing skills, and many more. I feel more confident and I have become effective communicator, and a better team leader.


2.What is your involvement with the Newcomer Youth Program?
I am currently a team leader of the Newcomer Youth Program. I was one of the project team leaders in STOM, and also dance instructor of the last year youth summer program.



3.What has been your motivation in bringing commitment and persistence to your work?

The thing that motivates me in bringing commitment and persistence to my work is that I want to be a good role model for all the youths and at the same time encouraging/helping them out as a part of my job and being a good team leader.

4.How would you describe your experience being involved in Parkdale Newcomer Youth Program?

I would describe my experience in Parkdale newcomer youth program as rewarding not only that I get to work in an office but I get to help out and work with youths and I also learn from them throughout this program. The two other team leaders have been more that helpful and patient with me for this is my first summer program with this organization.

5.How do you think the program has helped you develop?

Being a part of this program has helped me developed a lot especially with my communication skills and public speaking because when I first joined this program I use to be very shy and I was the quiet, during this three years I have done so many presentation, I was also appoint as a team leader on STOM project in 2010. this program helped me to build skill on leadership skills and organization skills, I also gained a lot of knowledge on tobacco. 

6.What are some of the challenges you faced as a newcomer and how did you overcome them?

The only challenge that I faced was communicating with others people, but through this program, I have picked up language easily because everyone from participant to team leader were very encouraging and supportive. 

7.How has your experience in the newcomer youth program contributed to your success?

My experience in the newcomer youth program contributed a lot to my success because I have developed a very significant skills that are needed to for jobs, such as communication skills and leadership skills. Therefore I think this program contributed to my success. 

8.Would you recommend the Parkdale Newcomer Youth Program to anyone?

I will definitely recommend Parkdale Newcomer Youth to my friends, newcomer youths, and also anyone who needs their volunteer hours. It is great place to earn lot of knowledge, fun, as well as earn volunteer hours. 

9.If you were given a chance to go back and change one thing to enhance your success, would you do it? Why or Why not?

If I were ever given a chance to change/enhance my success I would like to volunteer here at the program earlier.

10.Is there anyone in your life who has inspired you or motivated you to be your best?

My inspiration is my parents and The 14th Dalai Lama because they always inspires me to do the right things in life, even though when things get tough or rough, and my parents always there for me and they keeps pushing me and encouraging me to be the best I can be in life.

11.Could you tell us a bit about your new job?

My new job is a summer program youth team leader, which allows me to participate with all the youths of the summer program. I get to go out on field trips with them and also take part in activities like game and playing basketball and Frisbee. I also get to work in the office sometimes, doing reports and getting the youths information down in files in case of any emergency. Through this summer job I have developed my skills to another level, that I never imagined, I’m glad I had this opportunity to work for the Parkdale Newcomer Youth Program.

12.How did you manage to get your summer job?

I got my job because I was one of the dedicated team member as well as a team leader. I think I got this job because I am dedicated and hard working youth.

13.Being a newcomer not too long ago, how does it feel to have a job and already be part of the working class?
Being a newcomer and have this job as team leader makes me feel proud of myself, because as newcomer and leading other youths, and also feel blessed to be a part of this kind of program.

14.How has your achievement affected your perspective of your future goals and desires?

I think all the skills that I achieved from this program will make it easy to achieve my goals and my desires. 

15.What does success mean to you?

For me success is happiness in life. Do not run after success, instead run after excellent, then success will come after you automatically. 

16.Do you believe that you are a role model for the youth of today and the leaders of tomorrow?

I do believe that I am a role model for the youths of today because I always encourage youths to do right things in life, for example respecting elders and help others when they needed. 

17.When you look back on your experiences since moving to Canada, what were the most memorable moments that you would like to remember and cherish?
My memorable moments since I moved to Canada were when I perform dance for our program in front of many people. It was really challenging movement but I wanted to get over it, and I did perform it was great feeling. 

18.Any advice you can give to the newcomer youths reading this?

What ever you do, do with full dedication, and always take serious when you d
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